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advantageous offers when made by heretics. Indeed, "for a
consideration" he would probably have furnished the Devil
himself with passport, camel, and guide. Still he felt himself
bound in conscience to make the unbelievers pay roundly for
the negative good treatment which he thus consented to afford,
and took his measures accordingly.

Forty gold tomans were fixed as the claim of the Wahhabee
treasury on every Persian pilgrim for his passage through Ri ad,
and forty more for a safe-conduct through the rest of the em-
pire; eighty in all. On his side Feysul was to furnish from
among his own men a guide invested with absolute power in
whatever regarded the special arrangement of the march, and
we may without any breach of charity suppose that the king's
servant could not do less than imitate the good example of his
master in fleecing the heretics to the best of his ability. Every
local governor on the way would naturally enough take the hint,
and strive not to let the " enemies of God " (for this is the sole
title given by Wahhabees to all except themselves) go by with-
out spoiling them more or less. So that, all counted up, the
legal and necessary dues levied on every Persian Shiya'ee while
traversing Central Arabia and under Wahhabee guidance and
protection, amounted, I found, to about one hundred and fifty
gold tomans, equalling nearly sixty pounds sterling English, no
light expenditure for a Persian, and no despicable gain to an
Arab.

But besides this, seeming casualties might occur, helping to
shear the wool still closer, nay, sometimes taking off the skin
altogether. Such was the case with the hapless Persians at the
very time of our meeting. Their conductor, Aboo-Boteyn, had
taken from them whatever custom entitled him to by way of
advanced payment, and charged the disconsolate Taj-Djehan
more especially at the rate of her supposed wealth rather than
of any fixed precedent. But he had done more, and by dint of
threats and bullying of all descriptions, including blows admi-
nistered by his orders to the Persian commissioner, Mohammed
'Alee himself, and in his own tent, had managed to get count-
less extras out of those entrusted to his guidance, till he had
filled his saddle-bags with tomans, and loaded his camels with
plunder. But on his return along with his injured proteges from
Medinah, whither he had led them to complete their devotion
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